
The report of Marietta Crichton Stuart, chair of the Friends of Kennington Park to the 

AGM held on Monday 9 July 2018 in the Durning Library  

Welcome to the AGM of the FOKP. Last June we held the AGM in the marquee at the 

back of the cafe on the same day as the Jo Cox Great British Get Together, but after 

Saturday’s excellent, but exhausting Chartist event in the scorching sun, we thought we 

would return to the Durning. 

The last 12 months have been pretty full on for the Friends. The plan has been to have 

regular smallish events in the park, so we had an RSPB Garden Bird Watch in late January;  

The Great British Spring Clean and 2 Bat Walks. There are the monthly volunteer 

gardening sessions in the Flower Garden with Amanda, these attract a multi-national 

group and we have spent many happy, chatty hours tackling bindweed, tie-ing up roses, 

weeding and dead heading and, yesterday, despite the heat, 6 of us managed 13 hours of 

gardening trying to tackle the bindweed.  

Last year The Friends donated money towards a Trees for Cities project in the park and in 

August 35 volunteers surveyed all 480 trees in the park and extension. The survey 

confirmed that 19% of these were mature planes trees which provide 58% of the canopy 

cover and store 392 tonnes of carbon. A few months later 20 new trees were planted, 

these included fruit trees, Italian alder, Turkish hazel, golden sycamore and yellow 

Norway maple. They have helped to diversify the species as previously 37% of the tree 

population featured just 10 species.   In November 58 school children from 3 local 

schools and 9 teachers planted 3 trees and then 36 local people and 10 TFC volunteers 

planted 17 trees and TFC have a contract to maintain these trees over the next few years.  

There is information about all of this on our website.  Bee Urban have also been fruit tree 

planting on the Green Link. 

 We have had help in the park from outside groups of volunteers -  NLE staff washed and 

cleaned the civilian war memorial and gardened and we’ve had 3 visits from the Brixton 

Good gym when a mass of runners jog here, spend 30 minutes weeding and litter picking 

before jogging back to Brixton. A local group of joggers do a regular jog, litter pick and 

recycle. Barnaby and the folks at Bee Urban have added a flower bed to attract bees 

along their boundary fence and Amanda has regularly brought groups of students from 

Roots and Shoots. 

Communication is key and Adam has continued to help run our Friends’ website and I do 

my best not to delete everything when I add to it.  Marnie has been a star producing 

colourful and informative Mailchimp newsletters, as well as Facebook and Twitter posts 

and we give thanks our friends at Winkworth Kennington for their kind sponsorship of 

our annual printed newletter “Park Life” which will appear in the autumn. 



Other stories from the past 12 months include being awarded a silver gilt in the London 

in Bloom awards; its fingers crossed that we will retain a Green Flag for a 7th year and the 

London in Bloom inspection is on Tuesday week, the volunteer gardeners have been very 

hands on to ensure the park looks its best. As a result of contributions from many of our 

members, we heralded the arrival of a new red bus in the children’s playground at 

Christmas 2016, but within 24 hours it was vandalised.  Thereafter it has been a saga of 

repair followed by vandalism and eventually the bus had to be removed for health and 

safety reasons and so it is back to the drawing board. 

We have done our best to keep a watchful eye on the number, type and size of events 

the Council plans to hold in our park – we often attend pre and post event site meetings. 

We are happy for the park to host small scale appropriate events – but we objected 

strongly to the plan for a temporary car park on the north field for 300 cars for a film 

shoot and, with your help, we are currently objecting to the licensing application for 

Friends Fest in September which will fence off a chunk of the park for over 2 weeks and 

also have concerns about a Fun Run for 4000 people that will take over the whole park. 

This year Lambeth Events have 42 days allocated to events in our park – this covers build, 

the actual event and de-rig - and is an increase from 29 days in 2017. We think this is far 

too much for our small park. Last Sunday’s Observer newspaper carried an article with 

concerns about the increasing number of events being held in parks by cash strapped 

Councils.  

The money Lambeth receives from events is ring fenced for parks, but the “host” park 

only gets a proportion and this generally gets spent on basic items like notice boards and 

litter bins, a large chunk of the money from events goes towards the costs of the 

Lambeth Country Show in Brockwell Park. 

The Northern Line Extension work is ever present in our area.  The Friends submitted a 

detailed objection to Lambeth Planning on the NLE’s design for the proposed ventilation 

shaft head house in the corner of the park; the functional building design seemed more 

suitable for an industrial estate rather than a heritage park. We also had concerns about 

the lack of fencing around the reinstated dog walking area and the proposed tree species 

and meadow grass. 

Judging from some of the emails that come into the Friend’s email account, many people 

assume that we are part of Lambeth Council.  We are all volunteers, local people who 

want to make Kennington Park the best it can be and who do not want the park to return 

to the bad old days.  My thanks to the Friends’ Secretary Rita for managing these emails 

and tackling the General Data Protection Regulation paperwork which was a challenge 

for a small organisation like ours. 



Lambeth Council took the horticultural contract back in house from Veolia. There is now 

a different and increased role for Friends groups in view of the greatly reduced park 

budget and reduced park staff.  We must thank Kevin Crook, Lambeth’s Head of 

Neighbourhoods; Kevin Wallace, our Park Operations Manager and Mick Penney for 

working with us and especially the staff in the park Rasha and Reece for all their work 

particularly for their hours of litter picking.  If the park staff could spend less time picking 

up rubbish, there would be more time for gardening work. The park budget has been 

slashed and repairs are prioritised and now take far longer.  The children’s toilets were 

closed for nearly 9 months after they were vandalised; we have repeatedly pointed out 

the poor state of the surface under some of the keep fit equipment and the drinking 

fountain has miraculously just been turned on after being out of operation for nearly 2 

summers. 

Our discussions with Lambeth are about both the short term issues and long term capital 

projects for the park.  The 2012 Masterplan has been updated, but the Friends have had 

to push to get consulted – having just received a draft we are concerned to see 

suggestions from Events to widen paths and gates to permit larger vehicles servicing  

larger commercial events; the suggestion that cricket is no longer on the park extension 

while rugby is added and that a bandstand could be built so money making weddings 

could be held.  Lambeth had undertaken to ring fence for Kennington the receipts from 

the sale of the park keepers lodge to the TFL NLE, this was to go towards toilets, paths 

and drains – the unsexy projects you cant get charitable funding for.  It has gone very 

quiet on this front, but The Friends are on the case! 

I would like to thank the amazing work of the Committee members Marnie, Rita, Dave, 

Colin, Emily, Christian, Adam, Kathryn and Nikki - and the hands on help of  Ian dealing 

with the membership lists and of Gordon who continues as the Secretary of the Lambeth 

Parks Forum.  A particular thank you to Dave Sellars, our outgoing Treasurer, who has 

kept our books so efficiently. Many of the committee members are putting themselves 

up for re-election and, subject to the outcome of these elections, I will look forward to 

welcoming some new committee members. Could I also thank Amanda Rew, our Expert 

Gardener, and the brilliant band of volunteer gardeners and not forgetting Cllr David 

Amos for including park information in his weekly email. The Friends continue to work 

with TFC and Bee Urban, our park neighbours. 

We liaise with the much reduced Oval ward police team. The park does suffer from 

incidents of anti-social behaviour and vandalism and we always hope that increased 

usage of the park is a bit of a deterrent.  



Our Treasurer Dave Sellars will shortly tell you about FOKP’s finances, over the years we 

have built up reserves for park projects as we want to be able to invest in the park’s 

facilities and future and outside funders always want to know about the state of our 

finances.  There is a separate paper tonight that outlines our financial objectives for the 

future and the need to be pro-active in applying for grants. 

And now for the Kennington Chartist Project. After the formal AGM, I am delighted that 

Richard Galpin the Project Manager is here to tell you a bit about it all.  This all arose 

from a casual conversation whilst weeding fruit trees on the Green Link and the outcome, 

we hope, is that local people will be far more aware about the Chartists and their 

relevance in the 21st century and the historic role of Kennington Park.  We are actively 

seeking ideas for a permanent Chartist memorial in the park.  To have come this far is in 

part due to a pump priming grant from the Lipman Milliband Foundation which enabled 

us to submit an funding application to the National Lottery.  Happily we were successful 

gaining a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund and there have been walks, talks, events, 

historic research, school sessions, stalls and the large event on Saturday which despite 

the football and boiling weather was very well attended, had a great range of workshops, 

activities and spoken word and seems to have been enjoyed by all.   

We owe a great debt to everyone who has been involved and, in particular, to Richard,  

his family and colleagues and to the Rev Steve Coulson of St Marks who hosted our series 

of talks.  One of the outcomes is a special Kennington Chartist Project website which will 

remain live for 5 years and ongoing is a history research project about local Chartists – 

please see me later if you would like to get involved.  In September we have been invited 

to speak at the Lambeth Local History Fair; I am giving a talk on Kennington and the 

Chartists here in the Durning on Monday 17 September. 

And our other plans for the next 12 months –there will be the continuation of small, but 

regular events in the park such as another bat walk in September; continued funding of 

the monthly volunteer gardening sessions; ensuring the Council’s Masterplan addresses 

both the short and long term needs of the park and its users; we will be following up 

funding sources for the park and we’re also thinking about how we can get local 

businesses involved with the park. 

There is a lot to do, we are all volunteers and we would welcome any help, advice or 

people championing a specific project; the range of possibilities includes social media, 

communication, fundraising and dealing with the grant related paperwork for a junior 

activity zone and improving the children’s playground, then there’s gardening, sports and 

fitness, photography, lobbying, organising and helping to run events and any dog owner 

issues.  Do come and have a chat afterwards.  



Finally, the aim of the Friends of Kennington Park is to put the park at the heart of our 

community and to make it the best it can be. Thank you so much for attending our AGM 

and for your continued support of our park. 


